When less is more for the struggling clinical reasoner.
Busy clinician-educators are often tasked with remediating medical students who have deficits in clinical reasoning. In this essay, we share our early experience with providing less feedback and more practice to these trainees. We suggest that front line teachers can streamline their feedback to struggling reasoners by focusing solely on the problem representation and prioritized differential diagnosis of the main problem in their oral presentations and then engaging in repeated loops of feedback until the student achieves competency in real time. By receiving feedback targeted to the assessment alone and employing deliberate practice, struggling students have the opportunity to make concrete improvement during short-term clinical assignments. This remediation approach is feasible for busy clinician-educators and warrants formal study.